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Main findings  

1. In the next 10-20 years the EU demand for forest biomass from the 

EU region may be significantly lower than suggested by S1's 

(EUWood) medium scenario: 

•  The structural changes in global and EU forest products 

markets are likely to result in a significantly lower demand of 

forest biomass for industrial purposes than projected by S1. 

• Due to international trade, EU already imports considerable 

quantities of forest biomass, both for forest industry and 

bioenergy purposes. These imports are likely to increase in the 

future, given that the markets and policies in EU provide needs 

and incentives for this.  

• Forest biomass markets, bioenergy production and the 

traditional forest industry production react  quickly to market 

signals, such as the prices of raw material and end products.  
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(Main findings contin…) 

2. The choice of policies in the forest and energy sectors 

will have strong impacts on the biomass markets and the 

competition between various wood fiber users. 

3. EU subsidies for coal with wood co-firing are likely to 

create substantial market distortion for forest products 

globally; 

4. The impacts of RES policies to the forest and bioenergy 

sectors are complex and many-sided  

5. There is a strong need to update the assessment and 

outlook for EU forest biomass markets, by considering 

demand and supply simultanously  and by explicitly 

consider the effects of policies. 
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